. SECRET

INTELLIGENCE REPORT

NOT SEEN BY #/BC. SRR Sa—
S = w0, {
COURTHY: Spain . - DATE: 30 January 1947
SUBJECT ¢ Repatriavion Program
; .. ) ' - o —
ORIGIN: . _Jspain ::JECLASSIHEDAND RELEASEDBYé 4 -
: o : NTRAL INT
EVALUATION: - See report. __ sougcfs,‘“"g;ég':x:f' ;nggzcv -
: R .':’:ZTIEHAchmesmscLosunsAcg
REFERENCE:  RX-1428, 18.10.46. 2007
1. Reference is made to QX—1A28 of 18 10.46, in whlch it was

reported that the British: Ambassador and the American Vharge dtAffaires
had decided that, in view’of the unsatisfagtory coopera.ion of the
Spanish autho*ltles in the detention and repatriation of Germans, a new
consolidated list be prenared, consist;np of approximately 200 to 250
names, Attached hereto is a list of Rames definitely agreed upon by
the British and American umba331es\for inclu31on in the list of 175
candidates for repatriation, -

)
23 : The attached list has not yet been presented to the Spanlsh
Foreign Office, 'and it is believed that the Embassy is awaiting instruc—
tions from the Department in this regard, The repatriation program has :
developed into a state of complete inertia and German act1v1tv continues
to flourish. As can be noted from the attached llst; many Priority I and
" Priority.-II candidates continue to reside in Spain, although’ their
repatriation was first requested in most instances in late 1945, It is
a well—known fact that many candidates are being asslisted and protected
by members of the Falange and well-placed government officials, The -
majority of them have changed their residence and in many 1nstdncés are
living under assumed identities, Many repatriation candidates have left
their residences in Madrid and have moved to Barcelona and provinces where
‘they enjoy almost unlimited freedom of movement, The longer our repatria-.
tion program is delayed, it will become increasingly difficult to :
~discover the whereabouts of the. candidates who are making every effort to

conceal their 1dent1t.1es. _ » V[ﬁ

Q}B. . # We should llke to-point .out for your information that IF/E”
Johannes BERNHARDT, former head of Sofindus and a former General of the
S8, has not been named Tor repatriation, The Allied Safehaven Committee
"has requested that BERNHARDT's name not be included on the repatriation
list, inasmuch as he continues tb be in a position to render valuable
a531stance, and for that reason they do not wish to jeopardize his
collaboration., It is to be nobed, however, that, BERNHARDT, on numerous
-occasions, has been reported to be the head of an important Nazi resistance
- group in Spain, He continues to occupy offlces in the Allied controled
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Soflndus building in iadrid; where he continues to receive visitors.

He was recently reported to have held a meeling,in his Sofindus offices,
of several well-known Nazis, &t which time he is said to have remarked
that his office was a most appropriate meeting place inasmuch as he
engoyed what - he termed "extraterritorial rights." It has also been
argued by the British and aserican Zmbassies that any attempt to secure
BARNHARDT's repatriation.would meet with failure in view of his intimate
relations with Spanish authorities and his former flnanc1al a851stance
to Franco during the (Civil War. :

L A further compllcatlon in the Allied repatrlatlon program
has been brought about by the return to Spain of increasing numbers of
Germans from Germany, many of whom were repatriatgd by the:Britigh and
erican ssies ing the past ygar, Alfrefl MULLER-THYSSENY Hermann
T ER&”iEﬁgBISCH rbert” ;_§539Vgi§ others, have succeeded by some .
‘means in escaping from Germany following their repatriation and returnlng~
to this country, The return of these Germaris has greatly weakened the
position of the Allied Governments with Spanish officials and with Nazi

and anti-Nazi elements. We understand that a dispatch to the Department
is beJ.nb prepared by the Embassy concerning this situation,

5, It is generally dlscussed among the German coloney in bpaln
that a strong resistance group is in the process of development. In view
of the continuing residence in Spain of many notorious German agents and
officials, whose repatriation we have been unable to securf, and the
1ﬁcrea51ng nunber of former repatriates who .are returning to this country,
it is guite possible that Spain will become the birthplace and headquarters
of the future Nazi resistance group unless some definite positive action
is”taken by the Allied Embassies in this country. : :
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